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Green-e Governance Board Minutes of the Meeting 
January 31, 2013; 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM Pacific 

 
 
Attending Board Members: 
Bud Beebe, Sacramento Municipal Utilities District 
Anne Blair, Southern Alliance for Clean Energy (Joined at 10:15)  
Pierre Bull, National Resources Defense Council  
Barry Friedman, NREL 
Jennifer Martin, CRS 
Ian McGowan, 3Degrees  
Blair Swezey, SunPower Corporation  
   
Non-voting Members    
Paul MacGregor, Nexant / PMAC 
 
Quorum Established at 10:04 
 
Item 1: A Continuation of the Discussion on Hydropower Repowering Requirements and 
Hydropower Efficiency Upgrades from the Green-e Governance Board meeting on 
December 10, 2012 
 
Staff gave Board background on hydropower repowering requirements as they exist in the 
Green-e Energy National Standard and provided proposed language to change those 
requirements based on earlier drafts and subsequent stakeholder comment.  The proposed 
language would allow generators 30 MW in capacity and below to apply to be considered 
repowered, while anything over that amount can only be considered for efficiency upgrades.  
Staff and the Board discussed the impetus for opening the issue to stakeholder comment and the 
comments themselves.  It was discussed whether the current Green-e Energy rules allowing any 
hydropower facility to apply for repowering meets the intent of the program. The Board 
recommended lowering the capacity threshold below 30 MW, and asked Staff to review 
available data on hydro facilities and capacities to determine whether the cutoff should be 5 MW, 
10 MW, or somewhere in between.  A vote was held and the Board unanimously agreed to set 
the capacity threshold at the level determined by Staff research, effective September 2011.  
Large hydro facilities previously approved as repowered by Green-e Energy would remain 
eligible through the life of their current contracts with Green-e Energy participants so long as the 
participants remain in Green-e Energy for the life of such contracts.  
 
Staff also gave the Board background on proposed new language on eligibility for hydropower 
efficiency upgrades.  The new language specifies that efficiency upgrades area only eligible if 
they are not due to routine maintenance, if storage capacity does not change, and if there is a 
third party that certifies that overall capacity does increase.  The Board voted on this proposed 
language and unanimously approved it. 
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Finally, Staff asked the Board if similar efficiency upgrade requirements were needed for other 
resource types.  The Board determined that this question was better left discussed during a future 
meeting. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 10:58 AM PDT. 


