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Green-e Governance Board Minutes of the Meeting 
February 7, 2012; 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM Pacific 

 
 
Attending Board Members: 
Bud Beebe, Chair, SMUD  
Anne Blair, Southern Alliance for Clean Energy  
Barry Friedman, NREL  
Brandi Colander, NRDC  
Jeff Deyette, Union of Concerned Scientists  
Jennifer Martin, CRS  
Lars Kvale, NYSE Blue  
Megan Decker, Renewable Northwest Project  
   
Non-voting Members    
Paul MacGregor, Nexant / PMAC  
Adam Capage, 3Degrees / UGPAC  
Ian McGowan, 3Degrees / CMAC 
 
Items 1: Welcome 
 Introduction of new Board member and new CRS employee:  

• Ian McGowan, from 3Degrees, will be taking the place of Jay Carlis. 
• Michael Leschke, new Green-e Energy Associate with CRS 

Roll Call and Determination of Quorum 
Quorum established at 11:10 AM PDT 
 
Item 2: Review and Adopt Agenda 
The motion to approve the agenda was seconded and the agenda was adopted. 
 
Item 3: Vote to Approve Documents 
It was moved and seconded to approve the meeting minutes from September 19, 2011.  The 
minutes were adopted. 
 
Item 4: Updates on Green-e Programs 
Marketplace staff gave details on a program to promote certified renewable energy use by 
electric vehicles, describing the contextual reasons for conceiving such a program. Staff will 
keep the Board informed of any issues that arise.  Climate staff updated the Board on a 
previously discussed idea to expand Green-e Marketplace to cover carbon offsets claims.  No 
action was requested by the Board.  The Board had no questions on this topic. 
 
Item 5: Vote on Co-firing Application for Weyerhaeuser Port Wentworth Georgia Mill 
Staff briefly described the proposed co-firing methodology for a pulp and paper mill that had 
applied for of its calculation methodology, and recommended its approval.  The Board noted that 
while this particular methodology was very thorough, there is the potential for similar 
methodologies to be a little more problematic without the proper information.  A motion to 
approve was made and seconded.  
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Vote to approve application: Unanimous approval of members present.  
 
Item 6: Vote on TVA Commercial Product 
The Tennessee Valley Authority has submitted an application to certify a new green pricing 
commercial product.  The product application had gone through a stakeholder comment period 
with only one comment received, in favor of the program’s use of regional renewable supply.  
Staff noted the Green Pricing Subcommittee had expressed its support of this application.  A 
motion to approve the application was made and seconded. 
 
Vote to approve application: Unanimous approval of members present  
 
Item 7: Discuss Structure of Board Calls 
Based on previous feedback from the Board, staff proposed altering the structure of and 
materials provided for future Board meetings to potentially having shorter meetings that occur 
more often than at present.  The Board had multiple comments, and stated that the renewable 
energy market is expanding rapidly and the Board must be kept up to date.  As such, materials 
sent to the Board in advance of the calls are essential, rather than providing the necessary 
background only on the phone.  The Board also recommended the ability to call ad hoc Board 
meetings and suggested that staff reach out to individual Board members regarding important 
issues.  A list of experts to contact on certain issues was also suggested.  Finally, the Board 
requested having a single CRS staff member to send all related emails out.  Staff agreed, and will 
establish other means of streamlining communications. 
 
Item 8: Update on Green-e International Plans 
Staff noted to the Board that interest in Green-e from international sources was increasing, 
particularly from multinational corporations looking to use and account for renewable energy 
consistently, and expressed that they are looking to be able to license the Green-e logo to users 
abroad.  Staff is working on putting together a document on internationally-applicable best 
practice around purchasing and claiming renewable energy.  Staff explained that there is room in 
the market for more clarification and space for some kind of guidance document, and that there 
is a need for a Green-e type program internationally.  The Board did not have any particular 
comments on this issue, and requested that staff keep it informed on this issue in the future. 
 
Item 9: Biomass and Repowering Survey Discussion 
Staff provided an overview of the results and feedback obtained from a survey recently sent out 
to stakeholders.  The majority of the survey covered biomass eligibility under the Green-e 
Energy National Standard. Staff has set up two calls to consult with the Biomass Advisory Group 
so that they can provide answers to the questions prompted by the survey results.   
 
Staff provided a summary of one of the most commented on survey questions specifically 
focused on woody waste. A discussion then followed on different forestry certification standards 
and bodies.  The Board requested staff set up a call to continue the forestry certification 
discussion before the Biomass Advisory Group calls. Staff agreed to provide materials and lead 
the discussion of the forest certification types. 
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The second part of the survey specifically involved repowering.  Staff recommended that the 
comments gathered be used to guide the drafting of proposed language for the National Standard 
that would go out for comment with the next round of biomass language review.  The Board 
agreed, and staff informed the Board on proposed changes to the repowering section.  The Board 
also recommended that staff consider a new Department of Energy hydro program when thinking 
of any repowering issues.  The Board had no further comments. 
 
Board was asked for any final comments, and having none, it was decided to adjourn the 
meeting. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 12:30 PM PDT. 


