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Green-e Governance Board Minutes of the Meeting 
May 24, 2012; 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Pacific 

 
 
Attending Board Members: 
Bud Beebe, Chair, SMUD  
Pierre Bull, NRDC  
Jeff Deyette, Union of Concerned Scientists  
Barry Friedman, NREL 
Susan Innis, Vestas  
Jennifer Martin, CRS   
   
Non-voting Members    
Erin Riley, Nexant / PMAC (for Paul MacGregor)  
Adam Capage, 3Degrees / UGPAC  
Ian McGowan, 3Degrees / CMAC 
Sasha Lyutse, NRDC / Biomass Advisory Subcommittee 
Ethan Davis, UCS / Biomass Advisory Subcommittee 
 
Items 1: Welcome 
Introduction of new Board member and Biomass Advisory Subcommittee members:  

• Pierre Bull, from NRDC, will be taking the place of Brandi Colander. 
• Sasha Lyutse from NRDC and Ethan Davis from UCS are members of the Biomass 

Advisory Subcommittee and will be providing their expertise to board members on 
biomass issues  

Roll Call and Determination of Quorum 
Quorum established at 11:10 AM PDT 
 
Item 2: Review and Adopt Agenda 
It was proposed that the biomass agenda point was moved to the fourth agenda item in order to 
ensure it could be discussed in full, and that an update on the Green-e Energy Verification 
software be provided as part of the general updates on Green-e programs.  These proposals were 
approved and a motion to approve the agenda was made.  This was seconded and the agenda was 
adopted unanimously. 
 
Item 3: Vote to Approve Documents 
It was moved and seconded to approve the meeting minutes from February 7, 2012.  The minutes 
were adopted. 
 
Item 4: Biomass Draft Language Discussion and Review 
The review of biomass eligibility criteria in the Green-e Energy National Standard has been 
ongoing for approximately a year, with the intent of clarifying language around woody waste and 
other biomass types.  Consultation on potential new language has been ongoing since February 
2012 with various stakeholders.  The main issues coming out of those discussions involved  
eligibility of whole trees and forest thinning. It is likely that the language in the next stakeholder 
survey will ask about prohibiting the use of whole trees in most cases.  Clarification on 
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emissions limits related to municipal solid waste or waste energy is also needed and carbon 
issues as a whole also need further clarification.  Some stakeholders were interested in the 
overall carbon impacts of biomass beyond emissions from combustion for electricity use.  Green-
e staff will determine how to provide guidance on carbon emissions from biomass, most likely 
within the Green-e Energy Code of Conduct and Customer Disclosure Requirements.   
 
The Board agreed that the building of roads through natural forests should not be incentivized by 
allowing such clearings to be an eligible fuel, so existing language involving the exclusion of 
biomass from road building activities from the list of eligible sources needs to be further clarified 
through the stakeholder survey. 
 
A Board member suggested that the phrase “de minimis levels of greenhouse gas emissions” 
under Municipal Solid Waste be changed to “no levels of greenhouse gas emissions” with 
reference to new technologies. 
 
It is not expected that the Board will have another chance to discuss biomass language issues 
before the language is sent out for stakeholder comment, but Green-e Staff agreed to keep them 
informed. The Board will ultimately need to approve any new language regarding biomass 
within the Standard.   
 
Item 5: Updates on Green-e Programs 
Staff informed the board of the impact of California’s AB 32 on 2013 renewable energy 
generation and the role CRS played in establishing the voluntary renewable energy set aside 
provision that helps to prevent double claims.  Staff provided the Board with an update on how 
Green-e Energy policy resulting from AB 32 is moving forward.  
 
Green-e programs have been looking at whether and how to establish value internationally.  
During the last meeting Staff and the Board discussed a best practices guide for international 
renewable energy purchasing as a first step to engage with people on international issues.  An 
advisory council was formed with stakeholders involved in the purchasing side as well as the 
policy side and has been helpful in crafting the document.  It is moving forward steadily and the 
advisory council is excited about the project. 
 
Staff provided an update on the Department of Energy’s support of the voluntary renewable 
energy market.  The DOE has discontinued funding for the Renewable Energy Marketers 
conference and withdrawn certain funding support from the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory.  The Board as a whole was encouraged to contact the DOE to let them know how 
crucial its support is.  A letter to the DOE has been drafted and will be provided to Board 
members along with meeting minutes from this meeting. 
 
An update was also given on the Green-e Energy Verification software.  There have been some 
issues with a certain method of data entry.  Staff has reached out to the affected participants for 
feedback and is reacting as fast as possible.  Staff is also currently working on extending the 
deadline for those participants using this method of entry.  Staff has been in contact with the 
software developer as issues come up and they are working on fixes. 
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To follow up on the last meeting with regard to repowering and tracking systems, draft survey 
language was issued to the Board on two hydropower issues and one issue on generators above a 
certain capacity in tracking systems.  The Board suggested some minor changes in the draft 
language before it is incorporated into the biomass survey. 
Biomass Advisory Subcommittee members were given assurance of further contact with Green-e 
staff, and the Board was asked for any final comments.  Having none, the meeting was 
adjourned. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 12:20 PM PDT. 


